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Getting Wet: Fishing, Rafting And More Await

By Gale Armstrong Moses
ALASKA PIONEER PRESS

Rafting is one of life’s great ad-
ventures.  There are plenty of dif-
ferent types of trips, from the ex-
treme adventure to the more mild
trip at a relaxed pace. Rafting is a
way to experience some of Alaska’s
great waterways from the middle of
a river. With a variety of operators,
one can fit a trip to their own par-
ticular needs. Most of the operators
provide all necessary gear for these
watery trips and one or two experi-
enced guides. The wilder rides are
available on the Nenana River, gen-
tler trips are on the Talkeetna and
Susitna Rivers. Following are some
of the river rafting organizations op-
erating in the Nenana, Talkeetna and
Susitna Rivers and some of the other
waterways and lakes in Denali State
Park:

Denali Outdoor Center
(907-683-1925) — River rafting, kay-

Uprcoming Events:

MOOSE DROPPING FESTIVAL, TALKEETNA

July 12 & 13. Directions: Turn at Mile 98.3
George Parks Highway, take Talkeetna Spur
Road 14 miles into Downtown.

3RD ANNUAL FIREWEED FESTIVAL, TRAP-
PER CREEK, July 26 10 a.m. -7 p.m., July 27
10 a.m. - 5 p.m, Trapper Creek Community
Park, Milepost 115. off the Parks Highway.
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aking, canoeing

Too-loo’uk River Guides
(907-683-1542) — Extended raft trip
adventures in the Alaska wilderness

Denali Raft Adventures
(907-683-2234) — Rafting at Denali
National Park, all day, 4 or 2 hours
guided trips.

Denali View River Guides
(907-733-2778) - Guided soft ad-
venture rafting tours on the Susitna
and Talkeetna Rivers.

Talkeetna River Guides —
(907-929-2822) — Rafting and float
trips with fishing included

Denali Southside River Guides
(907-733-7328) — Kayak and canoe-
ing in Denali State Park; River raft-

ing
Gone Fishin’

The fishing season is finally in full
swing after a delayed season due to
lower than usual temperatures and
a slow snow melt-off. The Upper
Susitna Valley is home to a wide va-
riety of fishing opportunities. One
can fly fish using wade style fishing,
fly-in fishing, river boat fishing and
float fishing. The types of fish that
can be caught in the area’s rivers to

[t’s Bear Country!

This statue at Mile 98.7 of the Parks
Highway is as close as one should get
to a bear.

Help Us Keep Alaska's
Bears Wild — And Alive

Alaska’s wild black bear and
brown (grizzly) bear populations
are among the natural wonders that
draw visitors to Alaska. They are
also wild animals that must be pro-
tected. Keep all garbage and food
in bear-resistant containers. Never
run from a bear if it sees you. Make
noise while you hike — bears don’t
like surprises. Never approach one.

Here are two Web sites to go to
for bear safety information:

* www.dnr.state.ak.us/parks/safe-
ty/bears.htm

* www.nps.gov/akso/bearsafe.pdf

These rafters made their way onto the Talkeetna River in late May.

name a few, include, salmon, trout
and graylings. Make sure to get a
fishing license and if you plan to
fish for king salmon, you must have
a special stamp.

Following are some of the opera-
tors that provide guided and unguid-
ed fishing tours in the area:

Denali Adventure Tours
(907-683-3500)- all types of fishing tours in
the Denali area

Denali Anglers (907-733-1505) —
riverboat guided fishing

Just Fly Fish (907-733-255-3907) -
walk in fly fishing, wade-style

Mahay’s (907-733-2223) - riverboat
guided fishing and drop-offs

Talkeetna Fishing Guides (800-318-2534)
— riverboat guided fishing, drop-offs

Talkeetna On the Fly Fish-
ing(907-223-3116) — guided fly fishing

Tri River Charters (907-733-2400)
- riverboat guided fishing & drop offs

Max Schwab Master Guides
(907-733-2681) - freshwater fly fishing,
fly-in



